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Click the “+” button next to “Forms” again, and create another form with these properties:

Display Name: Customer
Reference: Customer Detail
Form Type: Form
Server:  example_data
Table:  customers
Left Button (checkmark)
Breadcrumb  (selected) 
Text: List
Go Form: Customer List
Right Button (checkmark)
Edit button  (selected) 
Edit Form: Customer Detail
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The top right button will allow us to edit the customer data. You don't have to include this button if you 
want the data to be read-only – but in this case we'll allow the users to edit the data. In order to edit the 
data, you have to specify what form is going to be used – and in this case it automatically entered the name 
of the current form. But, if you wanted to have an edit button on a list view – then that's when you would 
have to manually specify an edit form.

Now that we have all of our forms defined – we can add objects to them. Click on the “Main” form and then 
click the “+” next to “Form Objects” and you'll see a dialog:

This dialog will allow you to create multiple items at once – which is really handy. It's a feature we'll use 
later when we're defining the fields on the Customer Detail form – but for now just choose “Navigation 
Item” from the list and click “Create” - then click “Done.” 

Navigation Items are used when you want to jump to another form – or execute your own Servoy code. 
You can also optionally sort the data and filter the data on the form you're navigating to. Make sure your 
properties look like the ones below:
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We want our list of customers sorted by company name – so click the “Sort...” button:

Click on the “companyname” field and then click the “>>” button (you can also just double-click on the 
companyname column to move it). Now click “OK”. That's it! When we navigate from the Main form to the 
Customer List – our data will be sorted by the companyname field. You can choose as many sort column as 
you would like – and you can always come back and remove the sort – or change it at any time.

We're done with the Main form, so click on the “Customer List” form and click the “+” button in form 
objects.

Did you notice that you didn't get a chance to choose the type of object on the form? That's because this 
form is defined as a “List – Navigation” - and so it will always have only a single item – a label. In 
addition, there are several options that are dimmed out – or made unavailable. This is because list views on 
the iPhone look and behave a certain way.

We need to set up what data will be shown in our list. We want to show the company name field – so click 
the “...” button next to “%%field%%”. This will allow you to choose one or more fields to display in the list. 
We recommend you only show a single field because the iPhone display isn't that wide.

When you see the “Label Text” dialog – select %%field%% and then double-click the “companyname” field 
on the left, then click “OK.”
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Once you have set the label text – we need to do something when the label is clicked on. In this case, we 
want to go to the Customer Detail form.

In the “On Click” section of the properties choose “Customer Detail” from the “Go to a form” menu:

There's no need to sort the results – since we'll be looking at a single record – and the iPhone Application 
Builder will automatically navigate to the record you clicked on – so there's no need to add a Filter. 

iPhone Application Builder Installation Guide Page 22



For advanced developers – you'll notice that you have the option of running your own code on click. 
Simply enter (or paste) the Servoy method code you want to execute – and it will be run automatically 
when the item is clicked.

We've defined two out of the three screens. The last screen we need to define is the Customer Details. Click 
on the Customer Details form and click the “+” button next to “Form Objects”.

You'll see the same “Create Form Object(s)” dialog as we saw earlier. This time choose “Field – Text” and 
you'll see that two additional pop-up menus appear: “Dataprovider” and “Label.”

Choose “companyname” from the “Dataprovider” list – and notice that the “Label” is automatically filled 
out with the value “Companyname”. This is the label that will appear next to the field on the form – and 
you can either edit it here – or edit it later. For now, enter “Name” into the “Label” and click “Create.”

Once you've created the field – the Dataprovider and Label will clear – and you can create another object. It 
can be any object, not just a text field. Go ahead and add some more text fields to the form:

Object Type Dataprovider Label

Field – Text contactname Contact

Field – Text address Address

Field – Text city City

Field – Text contacttitle Title

Field – Text country Country
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When you're done creating the items click the “Done” button.

CONGRATULATIONS! You've just created your first iPhone Application!

Now we're ready to preview our application. At the bottom of the “Solutions” list – click the “Properties”  
button to show the Solution Properties and click the “Preview Solution” button:

After a couple of seconds (if there are no errors) – you'll see the iPhone preview window. This is an 
approximation of how it will look on the iPhone. Click on your HelloWorld solution.
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Notice how the main button says “Navigation” - we'll fix that in a minute – but go ahead and click it. You'll 
see the list of all the customers. Notice the breadcrumb in the upper left? That will take you back to the 
main navigation form. For now, click any one of the customers:
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You can click the “Edit” button and edit the data. By default – all the editable fields will appear on the same 
form, but you can change the behavior so that all editable fields have their own separate edit window (like 
the default “Contacts” application) by choosing “Separate edit screen per editable item” in the form 
properties of the Customer Detail form.

There's another problem with this screen, however. It seems that we have the Title field in the wrong spot. 
It should be below the contact name. So let's go back and fix the two errors: change the text on the 
navigation item and change the order of the fields on the Customer Detail form.

Close the Preview window by clicking the close box on the upper left (upper left for Mac folks). 

Click on the “Main Form” from the “Forms” list. Since there is only one item – the Navigation Item is 
already selected. Change the “Label” text from “Navigation” to “Customer List”:
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Now, to change the order of the fields on the Company Detail. Click on the “Company Detail” form from the 
“Forms” list – and click on the “Title” field in the “Form Objects” list. Then click the “up” button so that the 
“Title” field appears below the “Contact” field.
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You can preview the solution again just to make sure it's the way you want. OK – so now we've build our 
first simple application, let's check it out on the actual iPhone!

Exercise #3 – Deploying Your Solution to Your iPhone
Estimated Time: 2 minutes

Open up Safari on your iPhone and enter the following URL:  http://yourIPaddress:8080/servoy-webclient
(where “yourIPaddress” is replaced with the IP address from your computer). When you open that URL 
they will see a screen similar to this (you may have to pinch it to make it a little bigger):
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http://yourIPaddress:8080/servoy-webclient


Tap on the “mod_iPhone” application – and you'll see the same list of Solutions you did in the iPhone 
preview window. Choose your “HelloWorld” application:
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Exercise #4 – Build an Application Based on Your Own SQL Data
Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

You can easily create connections to any type of SQL database that has a JDBC driver (most modern SQL 
databases do). If you want to connect to Microsoft SQL Server, PostgreSQL, or  Sybase – the drivers are 
already pre-installed for you. 

If you want to connect to another database – (like MySQL, DB2, etc) – just download the JDBC driver from 
the vendor's site – and put the entire “zip” folder into the “drivers” folder located in the 
“application_server” folder of your Servoy install directory – and restart Servoy Developer.

You can connect to the database on the LAN. WAN and even over the Internet, and you can connect to as 
many types of databases as you want – there is no limit.

To be able to build applications using that database, you need to make a database connection in Servoy – so 
Servoy will know where the database is and how to connect to it.

1. Open Servoy and right click on the “Database Servers” node and choose “New Server” and choose 
the type of database you want to connect to.
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2. Once you choose a type of database – you'll see the configuration panel appear:

This example is for a new Sybase connection – but setting up any other database is the same process. Fill in 
the “Server name” with what YOU want to call this database connection. Can be anything (“hostedOracle”, 
“deptSvr452”, etc).

1. ut in the username and password for the database connection you want to use (the default for a new 
SQL Anywhere database is dba/sql).

2. In the URL string – replace “localhost” with the IP address of where the server is running and 
change the port if it's not running on the default port.

3. Replace “<database_name>” with the physical name of the database.

4. If you're using Oracle choose the catalog (optional depending on your setup) and/or the Schema. 
TIP: When using oracle – make sure the database name is in ALL CAPS.

5. To test your connection, choose “Save” from the “File” menu (Ctrl + S). If you don't see an error – 
then the connection has been tested and is now ready to go.

Extra Credit:
Go back to exercise #2 – and rather than using the “example_data” connection – use the one you just 
created and create your own iPhone application(s) using your own data!
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